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Endeavour Elementary PTA 
         Unit #7.5.8. Mukilteo, 

Washington 
“Back To School” Edition 

September 2010 

PTA                 
Goals      

Advocate 

Communicate 

Organize 

Enrich 

Important 

Dates: 
 

08/31                                                 
Take 5 Lunch 
09/10 @ 9:15a                                  
New Parent Coffee 
09/16 & 09/23                             
Curriculum Nights  
09/17 -                         
Student Directory 
Form Due 
09/30 @ 6:30p                        
Gen. PTA Meeting 
10/4 - 10/7                                    
Scholastic Book Fair 
10/7 @ 6:30p                                    
Pie & Cider Night 

 

 
As I write this, I haven't yet 
grasped the fact that the        
beginning of a new school year is 
already here. I've just spent a hot 
day at the zoo, then sent the kids 
to splash in the pool. They are 
now upstairs with bowls of ice 
cream totally enjoying each  
moment. It’s been a great                 
summer!  

Yet I know by the time you 
read this, the kids will be   
roaming the halls of Endeavour 
with a whole new year of            
possibilities before them. As 
much as I have loved this               
summer, I am so excited for the 
boys to return to school. I love 
the routine of getting kids 
ready for a day of learning and 
meeting new friends. My boys 
have been eagerly looking               
forward to reconnecting with 
classmates who have been away 
over summer.    

I am especially excited to begin 
this year since this is my first 
chance to greet you as your PTA 
Co-president. This year, the 
PTA gets two presidents for the 
price of one as Kristi Wells and I 
will be heading up the PTA 
Board which includes Vice                       

 

Message from the Board 
Presidents Julie Berry, Helen 
Chung, Jasmine Su, Sharon  
Tennis, and Staci Eilers. Lisa 
Hatfield will be our Secretary 
for a second year in a row. 
Melinda Toom will be our 
Treasurer with Lisa 
Greenough's assistance. We are 
all thrilled to welcome back our 
continuing members and extend 
a huge welcome to our new 
ones! We can't wait to meet you 
all.                                                        

We have great plans for this 
new year. We are revising the 
Spirit Wear program to               
include new economical shirt 
designs and Spirit Days. Also, 
for the first time this year, we 
are going to use a new method 
to keep our volunteers in 
touch with opportunities to 
help out at the school with 
our Volunteer ListServe. I 
hope you'll sign up. Another 
new thing the PTA hopes to 
accomplish this year is to 
provide lighted signage for the 
front of our school. And, of 
course, we're going to keep 
the PTA focused on doing the 
many great things we do for 
the school. Many parents are 
surprised to learn how many 

important school programs 
and events are sponsored by 
the PTA. In addition to                 
hosting fun, social events like 
the Ice Cream  Social, Movie 
Nights, Skate Nights and 
Mariner Night; we are                
responsible for the Spelling 
Bee, Art Docent Program, 
Assemblies, and Reflections 
Contest. The PTA also               
provides funding for the latest 
books, AR Tests, Teacher 
Grants, Emergency                              
Preparedness, Classroom 
Technology and more.  

Whew! It sure is a lot. We'll 
be very busy. I hope everyone 
will take some time to help 
out by donating their time or 
money to our PTA efforts. If 
you are new here, I hope you 
will come to love Endeavour 
as much as I do. It is truly a           
welcoming community.                     
Welcome Back Everybody! 

  

Sincerely,                                         
Amy Miller                                     
Co-President  

Support 

A New School 

Year = New 
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New Goals 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 First Day  of 

School 

2 3 PTA Board 

Meeting 

4 

5 6 No School 

K-12 Labor 

day Holiday 

7 8 9 10 New             

Parent Coffee 

9.15 a.m. to  
10.30 a.m. 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 Curriculum Night 

Grade 1: 5.30-6.15 p 

Grade 4: 6.30-7.15 p 
Grade 5: 7.30-8.15 p 

17 Student 

Directory Form 

Due 

18 

19 20 Library 

opens a.m. 

21 22 23 Curriculum Night 

Grade K: 5.30-6.15 p 

Grade 2:  6.30-7.15 p 
Grade 3:  7.30-8.15 p 

24 25 

26 27 Library 

opens p.m. 

28 29 30 General PTA 

Meeting 6.30 p at 

Library 

  

September 2010 Event                   
Calendar 

Help Wanted 

Like to                  

Entertain? 

The Endeavour PTA is looking for 
one or more parents to water and 
maintain the three large ceramic 
flower pots located at the entrance 
to the school office. This is not a 
time consuming project. Watering 
needs to be done once a week and 
replanting is needed once or twice a 
year. If you are interested contact: 

Kelly.waldo@frontier.com 

 

A special thank you goes out to 
members of the PTA Executive 
Board and committee chairs who 
graciously provided delicious salads 
and desserts to the Endeavour Staff 
on their first full day back at school. 
We know trying to make themselves 
a lunch on top of everything else 
they have to remember on the first 
day of school can be difficult for 
teachers so we try to ease their                   
burden just a little. 

Fantastic First 

Day Lunch Fare 

Are you new to Endeavour? If so, we 
hope you will join your PTA board 
on Friday, September 10th @ 9:15 
for our New Parent Coffee. Meet 
other new parents and PTA               
members for some coffee and 
munchies. You'll learn about our 
wonderful school - its teachers and 
programs, and the inner secrets of 
parking/pickup here at Endeavour. 
We'll fill you in on all the PTA 
does here at the school and how you 
can get involved. As the meeting 
ends, we'll tour the school together.   

New Parent 

Coffee  

A
nn

ou
nc

em
en

ts
 

Get to know 

the school 

your child               

is in! 

 

Our 1st General Meeting will be 
September 30th at 6:30 in the             
Library. Check the PTA website and 
watch your email for more                   
information. We hope to see you 
there. 

PTA General 

Meeting 

If you like to cook and host parties, 
I could really use your help! My 
Staff Appreciation co-chair Michelle 
Andres, has moved to Texas and I’m 
looking for a new partner. 

Staff Appreciation generally hosts 
one staff luncheon a month. We 
have lots of fabulous parents who 
contribute the food, but it takes 
someone to coordinate the menu 
and write articles for the newsletter, 
set up for the lunches and clean up 
afterwards. It’s one day a month and 
if you like to feed people like I do, it 
really doesn’t seem like a job at all.  
This is my last year at Endeavour 
and I would really like to mentor a 
parent who has younger children at 
school to take over when I leave.  
Give me a call and we can talk 
more!!! 

Kelly Waldo 425-493-0363 

Kelly.waldo@frontier.com 

mailto:Kelly.waldo@frontier.com
mailto:kelly.waldo@frontier.com
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¶ Did you know Endeavour PTA 
had 209 members during the 
2009-2010 school year? Our 
goal this year is to surpass that              
number and increase our               
membership and participation 
in PTA. 

¶ By joining the Endeavour PTA, 
you are also joining the WA 
State PTA and the National 
PTA. 

¶ Our Endeavour PTA dues are 
currently $12 for a single  
membership and $20 for a two 
person membership. For each  
member of Endeavour PTA, we 
currently send $5.50 to the 
WA State PTA, $1.75 to the 
National PTA council, and 
$1.00 to the Mukilteo Council. 

¶ Endeavour PTA is run by              
volunteers interested in                
enhancing all of our children’s 
learning experiences. Only PTA 

members have voting rights and 
input regarding how Endeavour 
PTA dollars are spent.            
Endeavour PTA members may 
hold board and committee   
positions.    

¶ PTA members may receive 
parent help in the form of  
networking with other parents/
families. There is a wide range 
of resource  materials available 
through PTA mailings, PTA            
websites, and PTA meetings. 

¶ PTA provides a State and           
National level voice to the  
legislature and on committees 
addressing public policy issues                     
affecting families and children. 
This is especially important               
considering schools are                
facing state and local budgetary 
constraints. 

 
Check out these websites for more 

information on PTA. A username 
and password is provided on the 
back of your PTA membership card 
to access member benefits. 
 
www.endeavourpta.org, 
www.wastatepta.org and 
www.pta.org       
 
Tracey Stark and Lisa Hatfield 
Endeavour PTA                              

Membership Chairs 

Your PTA and Membership Minute 

   Volunteers -  Join the Volunteer ListServ 

SPRING FUNDRAISER!!                   
Join this exciting team!! It is a great 
way to get involved with your school 
and meet new people. All levels of 
help needed. 

LABELS FOR EDUCATION!!  
Super flexible “at-home” volunteer 
role! A great way to earn some 
money for your Child’s Education – 
WOW!! 

To join the Volunteer Listserv send 
an E-mail with “Subscribe” in the 
title to :                                                       
endeavourpta.volunteers@gmail.com 

To join the General PTA Listserv 
send the note to:                                      
endeavour.pta@gmail.com 

Thank you 
for your 
help! 

This year in addition to the General 
PTA ListServ (distribution list), the 
Endeavor PTA will be starting a new 
“Volunteer ListServ”. Endeavour 
parents and teachers can subscribe to 
this service where we will be sending 
out information (to your E-mail) on 
upcoming volunteer opportunities!  
We are working to set up a ListServ 
account through the district website, 
but for now we have our own                
Endeavour PTA volunteers GMAIL 
account and distribution list.  

The NEW Volunteer ListServ will 
keep you informed of opportunities 
to be directly involved in planning 
and contributing to important PTA 
activities while the General PTA 
ListServ will keep you informed of 
the upcoming PTA activities and 
events. We encourage you to sign up 
for both! 

Here are some current Volunteer 
Opportunities!! 
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Join today 

and make a 

difference! 

Reminder: 
To ensure the safety of our               
children, every volunteer at               
Endeavour is required to                
complete a Washington State  
Patrol registration form. If you 
completed one last year, it is still in 
effect for this year. Forms are  
available from Linda Sipos in the 
Endeavour front office. The             
District requires that this form be 
submitted prior to any volunteer 
work at the school. It takes only a 
few minutes to complete and is 
good for two years. Thanks               
volunteers. 

            PTA - working                  
toward quality                     

education and nurturing                          
environment for               

our children 

 

P
TA
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http://www.endeavourpta.org
http://www.wastatepta.org
http://www.pta.org
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Free Money for School 
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Earn free money 

for our school. 

See the 

difference 

clipping can do!  

The next time you're enjoying a 
comforting bowl of soup, you can 
also help out Endeavour at the same 
time! Simply save your Campbell’s 
Soup Labels and cut off the UPC 
code on the label and send them to 
school with your child in an                  
envelope labeled “Campbell Soup/
PTA”. It’s a great way for                        
Endeavour to earn free things for 
the school. We are currently seeking 
a volunteer to collect and mail in 
these labels. If you are interested in 
helping with this program, please 
contact endeavour.pta@gmail.com. 

We all shop for groceries,                 
sometimes two or three times a week 
– or more. Now turn those                 
shopping trips into easy cash for our 
school , and encourage friends and 
relatives to do the same. Just look 
for the Box Tops logo on hundreds 
of products like Cheerios, Juicy 
Juice, Kleenex, in almost every aisle 
of the store. All you need to do is 
clip and send it to school – each one 
is worth 10 cents.  What an easy 
way to do bring in money for our 
school. 

Thanks for clipping those box tops! 

Your PTA has a way to help make your 
family gatherings and holiday entertaining 
a little easier this year while also raising 
money to fund the many wonderful                
programs the PTA is undertaking for our 
kids. Our fundraising product for fall is a 
line of frozen pastries called Butter Braid. 
This product has been extremely popular 
at other schools and many of our parents 
have asked that we bring it to Endeavour. 
They arrive frozen – you simply thaw and 
bake – it is so easy! They come in variety 
of flavors including strawberry, cherry, 
blueberry, cream cheese, cinnamon, apple, 
raspberry and caramel. 

These delicious pastries are perfect for the 
office party, book club, family gatherings 
– you name it and you have the perfect 
thing to serve! Look for upcoming               
information mid-September and be sure to 
grab a sample during curriculum nights. If 
you would like to help with order                      
processing and distribution, please contact 
Julie Moore at Jamoore01@aol.com. 

Announcing the Fall Fundraiser 

Last year, the membership                
approved using funds generated 
by the Basket Raffle/Auction in 
May for a permanent, marquis-
style sign on Harbour Pointe 
Boulevard. This sign would help 
keep parents and the community 
apprised of events and actives at 
Endeavour and complement our 
communication efforts currently 
met by our listServe, website and 
paper flyers. We are in the             
process of finalizing design and 
placement and getting a firm cost 
to present to the membership at 
our first meeting in September.  
Stay tuned! 

Campbellõs             

Soup Label 

Box Tops       

Label 

 

Fu
nd

ra
ise

r 

A quick 

note -                   

Endeavour 

Sign Update 

mailto:endeavour.pta@gmail.com
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Join us on October 7th beginning at 
6:30 following the close of the 
Book Fair, for “Pie and Cider 
Night.” 

Enjoy a free slice of pie and hot 
apple cider as we officially ring in 
the fall season. Nothing fills and 
warms up the tummy like pie and 
hot cider! Volunteers are needed to 
cut and serve pie, pour cider and set 
up and clean up. Please contact 
Shyamala Gopalakrishnan at                      
satsanshy@yahoo.com if you would 
like to help. 

Pie and Cider 

Night 

Cool Weather Calls                                       

for a Chili Lunch                  

On Wednesday, October 13th, the staff appreciation committee will be  
hosting a chili lunch for all Endeavour employees in the staff lounge. If you 
are able to make or purchase any of the items listed below, we would be so 
grateful!   
Contact: Kelly Waldo 
kelly.waldo@frontier.com 
 
Crockpot of chili (need 6 or 7) 
Crockpot of vegetarian chili 
Vegetable tray 
Fruit tray 
Cheese and crackers 
Green salad (need 3-5) 
Dessert (could use 3 or 4) 
Please drop your item off in the staff lounge by 10:30 on the                     
morning of Wed. October 13th.  THANK YOU!!! 

Endeavour Library News 
Hey there Endeavour Parents! 
 
Get ready, cause here comes the 2010 - 2011 
school year!!  
 
I hope you have had some fantastic summer 
adventures, and I REALLY hope some of those 
adventures came from the reading of a few great 
books! Here at Endeavour, I strive to encourage 
a love of reading, and try to provide ample       
opportunities for students to engage with books 
and reading related activities. Here’s some            
Reading Information, and some Important Dates 
you might want to know about; 
 
Reading Information: 
Third, fourth and fifth grade students will be 
encouraged to read the books that make up this 
year’s Sasquatch Chapter Book contest. At the 
end of the year, students will vote for their             
favorite title! For a complete list of the tiles, go 
to: http://schools.mukilteo.wednet.edu/en/
library/Contest%20Books/EN%20Chap.%
20Bk.%20Contest.htm 
 
Kindergarten – third grade students will have the 
opportunity to engage with 20 wonderful new 
picture books – and then vote on their favorite. 
For a complete list of the tiles, go to:                                        
http://schools.mukilteo.wednet.edu/en/
library/Contest%20Books/
washington_children.htm 

Important Dates:  
September 20th: Library opens at 8:30 AM for 
general checkout/AR testing (students must get 
a morning library pass from the Morning                 
Playground Supervisor). 
September 27th: Library opens from 2:30 - 3:45 
PM for general checkout/AR testing                           
(Monday - Thursday). 
October 4 - 7th: Scholastic Book Fair  

¶ Dates: October 4 – 7th:                  
(Monday - Thursday) 
Location: Endeavour Library  

¶ Shopping Times:  
Monday - Thursday 
8:30 am - 9:00 am! 
2:30 - 4:00 pm! 

¶ Shop During Library Periods:  
Parents, you are invited to shop with your 
children during their library period! 
(Ask the classroom teacher for the day/
time) 

¶ One Big Evening Event 
Thursday, October 7th, 6:00 - 7:30 PM. 

 
Hope this helps as you plan for the first few 
weeks of school! 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Mr. Forge 

Page 5 

The Kissing Hand  

Chester Raccoon doesn't want to go 

to school--he wants to stay home with 

his mother. She assures him that he'll 

love school--with its promise of new 

friends, new toys, and new books. 

Even better, she has a special secret 

that's been in the family for years--the 

Kissing Hand. This secret, she tells 

him, will make school seem as cozy 

as home. She takes her son's hand, 

spreads his tiny fingers into a fan and 

kisses his palm--smack dab in the 

middle: "Chester felt his mother's 

kiss rush from his hand, up his arm, 

and into his heart." Whenever he 

feels lonely at school, all he has to do 

is press his hand to his cheek to feel 

the warmth of his mother's kiss.                                    

http://www.amazon.com/Kissing-

Hand-Audrey-Penn/dp/0878685855 

U
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co
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g 

Ev
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t 

mailto:satsanshy@yahoo.com
mailto:kelly.waldo@frontier.com
http://schools.mukilteo.wednet.edu/en/library/Contest%20Books/EN%20Chap.%20Bk.%20Contest.htm
http://schools.mukilteo.wednet.edu/en/library/Contest%20Books/EN%20Chap.%20Bk.%20Contest.htm
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Boosting school pride is easy 
when students don their school 
colors and eagle mascot! This 
month, Endeavour Elementary 
launches its new line of fun and 
affordable Spirit Wear. Short and 
long-sleeve t-shirts and hooded 
sweatshirts for the upcoming 
cooler days are available in En-
deavour’s school colors -- maroon 
and green. This year, we are offer-
ing Port Authority’s 100% cotton 
t-shirt for the short and long-
sleeve shirts. And PA’s 50/50 
blend hoody (no zipper) is the 
perfect fall jacket. For an addi-
tional fee, you can customize the 

back of your child’s hoody with 
first or last name. (Please keep in 
mind that 100% cotton gar-
ments may shrink after washing 
so order accordingly.) Get 
plugged into Friday School 
Spirit and order your t-shirt or 
hoody today. Click on the 
SPIRIT WEAR ORDER link 
to download a printable form 
OR complete the green form 
your student brings home in his 
or her folder. There will be some 
additional opportunities to order 
during the school year, but don’t 
wait. Be the early bird! 
 

Friday is Spirit Day at Endeavour 

Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to another great year at Endeavour! It is 
wonderfully exciting to see our students return to 
school on September 1st. They are always so 
shiny on this day! Faces are scrubbed, hair 
combed, shoes are tied and almost everyone is 
smiling. The excitement fills the playground as 
the children greet old friends and make new ones. 
The younger students squeal and hug, running 
around in their new shoes – which of course                         
always make you run faster! The older ones amble 
amongst each other trying to look aloof and cool 
at the same time. Everyone is just a little nervous 
when the teachers  begin to appear! Never are the 
lines as straight, the voices quiet and the hands so 
still. You look over the sea of expectant faces and 
you can’t help but smile. Here they are ready for a 
new year, ready to learn. 
 
Now it’s our turn. We have such a tremendous 
staff of highly qualified educators! Each one 
spends hours and hours preparing for your             
children. They not only set up their classrooms, 
but they study curriculum to design better lessons, 
create assessments that will help make sure your 
child is on target, pour over student  records to 
set each student up for success, and take classes to 
help them do their very best with each child. They 
are excited and ready to start a new year! 

As parents and family members, you are another 
vital part of what makes our school excel. We 
need you! We invite each parent to volunteer in 
some way. Volunteer opportunities are                  
everywhere at Endeavour! Our PTA does a               
wonderful job of providing all the important 
components that a great school needs, but can’t 
fund. Going to the PTA website off our school 
website is a great way to learn how to be involved! 
You can volunteer in the classroom, in the library, 
in the lunchroom, at recess, for special programs, 
and for events. There is  something for everyone!                         
Volunteering not only helps the school and our 
children, but it also helps keep you up-to-date on 
what is happening at school and allows you to be 
part of your child’s academic day. Going to the 
PTA website off our school website is a great way 
to learn how to be involved! You can also ask 
your child’s teacher or any office staff if you need 
help setting this up!  We 
need you! Again, welcome 
to Endeavour if you are 
new, and welcome back if 
you are returning! 
 
Ann Jordan,                                                                        

Principal 

Principalõs Letter 

òAs parents and 

family members, 

you are another 

vital part of what 

makes our 

school excel.  

We need you!ó 

Submitting your order is easy.  
1. Complete the order form;  
2. Attach payment;  
3. Drop them off in the wall 

mounted “PTA” mailbox 
located in the main office 
area. The deadline for this 
order is Friday, September 
10th for delivery date of 
September 23rd.  

Stay tuned for more details on 
Friday Spirit Days and first 
ever “Spirit Week.” Questions 
regarding Spirit Wear can be 
directed to Helen Chung, Spirit 
Wear Coordinator, at 
helen3chung@gmail.com.  
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2010-2011                       

Executive Board 

 
 

Amy Miller                                      

Co-President    

amybmiller@frontier.com 

Kristi Wells  

Co-President 

kristilwells@comcast.net 

Julie Berry 
Co-Vice President 

julie.m.berry@verizon.net 

Helen Chung 
Co-Vice President 

helen@pathwayseq.com 

Staci Eilers 
Co-Vice President 

five.eilers@gmail.com 

Jasmine Su 
Co-Vice President 

ya@haiya.com.tw 

Sharon Tennis  
Co-Vice President 

tennis.home@comcast.net 

Lisa Hatfield  
Secretary 

aljchatfield@comcast.net 

Melinda Toom 
Treasurer 

roxyplus6@verizon.net 

For any questions, feedback,  
comments, or corrections about 

the newsletter, please contact                    
Rita Davison at                                  

ritadavison@hotmail.com 

We wish Endeavour teachers, parents and students a fantastic                                                

2010-2011 school year!   
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