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òEnrichmentó (noun) defined as to make rich or richer by the addition or increase of some desirable                
quality, attribute or ingredient. A core mission of your PTA is to provide enrichment opportunities for our 
children and families ð to partner with the school to provide those òextrasó that the school budget cannot 
support. You have entrusted us with this responsibility and enabled us to do this work by volunteering 
your time and through  your generous financial support. We are so grateful that even in this time of                
continued economic uncertainty, the Endeavour Community has supported the fundraisers that have               
provided the resources required to bring enrichment programming to our school.  

So, what have we done so far this year with your money? PTA has funded two school-wide assemblies, 
sponsored the new Destination Imagination program, purchased a social skills kit for kindergarten,                         
increased classroom technology, published a school directory, provided teacher grants and a grant to the                
Associated Student Body (ASB) fund, supported Accelerated Reader (AR) and staff appreciation events 
while giving families an opportunity to get to know each other through Family Fun Nights like the back to 
school dinner, pumpkin carving, pie and cider and movie night. Plans for spring include the second annual 
Spelling Bee, Basket Raffle/Auction fundraiser, Ice Cream Social and another Book Fair. 

Just as our children get report cards, we want to give our parents the opportunity to critique our work and 
tell us where we have succeeded and where we may have fallen short of expectations. Soon you will receive a 
survey asking for your feedback. Your responses will be critical to our 2010-2011 budget preparation and 
planning and we thank you in advance.  

Warmest  Regards                                                                                                                                                  

Julie  Moore                                                                                                                                                            

President 

Endeavour Elementary PTA Unit # 7.5.8, Mukilteo, Washington                      
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Although we still have 3 ½ more months of school this year, your PTA is actively planning for next year 
and looking for volunteers to guide the organization in 2010-2011. The Nominating Committee of Kristi 
Wells, Lisa Greenough, Kelly Waldo, Sara Smeby and Amy Miller are looking for parents who would like 
to serve on the PTA Board or chair a committee. If you would like a greater voice in PTA programs and 
events ð this is your chance! Look for future announcements regarding an Informational Breakfast on the 
listerve and April newsletter. If you would like more information or have a question, email any PTA Board 
Member or Nominating Committee member at endeavourpta@gmail.com. 

A Great Way To Get More Involved... 

PTA Executive Board Message From The Board 

Happy St. Patrickõs Day Endeavour! 
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Our PTA funded the purchase of a social skills teaching kit called                   
The Second Steps. This program is taught to kindergartners by our Dean, 
Mrs. Park and our Psychologist, Mrs. Tibbetts. The lessons are about 30 
minutes long and presented one time per week. Using props such as puppets 
and posters, Mrs. Park and Mrs. Tibbetts present an explicit lesson written 
around a social skill such as feelings, for example, and present different 
situations which come up and how to deal effectively with them. The              
students have many opportunities to role-play and discuss how they or  
others might feel in these every day instances and how to act/talk to              
someone experiencing those feelings. They practice the language and the 
actions. The students are fully engaged and they love to role play! Other 
skill areas addressed are cooperation and sharing, also very important to 5-6 
year olds! This program is an important resource for directly teaching the 
types of skills that are mostly left out of content area curricula, such as 
Math, Reading, Science, etc. I see a lot of value in this program in terms of 
teaching the students how to relate to each other in positive ways. I                  
appreciate the support of the PTA in purchasing these materials for our 
students and hope additional support can be provided as the need arises.                                       

Kathy Danielson                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
All Day Kindergarten Teacher 

Destination Imaginationð What Do Parents and Students Say? 

The Second Steps Program 

Above: The  Primary DI team working on a task-based instant challenge  

Above: The Intermediate DI team working on a performance-based challenge. 

As a parent of a 4th and 1st grader, I was thrilled to hear that Endeavour 
Elementary would offer Destination ImagiNation as an enrichment club. 
The core academic bases of reading, math, science, and social studies are 
covered by a strong Endeavour program. Beyond pure academics, however, 
creative problem solving in a team environment is key to the academic and 
social success of our kids, while they are in school and move forward into 
the upper grades.  In the real world, companies demand a strong basic e        
ducation, but they hire for intelligence that goes beyond knowledge. They 
look for individuals who are able to confidently communicate their ideas and 
are able to manage their emotions in such a way that peak performance        
results. Self-efficacy is a concept well known to psychologists. It is a person's 
appraisal of his or her abilities to cause. As a co-manager of my 4th grader's 
DI team, I have observed the growth of our 7 students from the first meeting 
to the time they competed at the Instant Challenge Tournament hosted by 
Mukilteo Elementary on January 23rd. Our team performed 10 challenges, 
back to back. While they did not score maximum performance points, their                          
cooperative teamwork and creativity impressed the judges and other parent 
observers. Our team gave me the following feedback:                                                                                       

"It was fun!" "Let's do it again!"                                                                                                                                                                                            
"The challenges got easier as we went from one to the next."                                                                                                                                                                  
"It helps to practice at a tournament like this."                                                                                                                                                                        
"We built a t.ower and broke the height record!" 

Our EL team demonstrated that practicing the skills of teamwork and                  
problem solving is more than possible; it is vital. The students have also 
grown in their ability to communicate more clearly with each other and to an 
audience (through performance based challenges) and to plan and execute 
strategies in a timely manner (through building challenges). My son has 
learned to tone down his approach and listen to others' opinions. He                 
recently shared with me that the most important thing he has learned from 

DI is teamwork -- "that you should always work together because when you 
work together, it's easier to cooperate, you can listen to everyone's opinion, 
and you can pick or vote on an idea."  

I will continue to support the mission of the DI program. It is my sincere 
desire that DI at Endeavour Elementary will expand next year (2010 - 2011) 
so that more students may take advantage of the program and grow in their 
self-efficacy! At every stage in public school education, the time to start 
teaching our children that they are capable, smart, and creative is today. 

Sincerely yours,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Helen Chung                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Parent and DI manager at Endeavour ES 
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Mark your calendars for Friday, 
May 14th.  The Endeavour Ice 
Cream Social/Basket Raffle will 
be held in the school gymnasium 
from 6:30-8:30pm. More details 
will be coming soon! 

Save The Date 

If you enjoy making Italian food, 
this is your chance to shine. On 
Wednesday, March 10th the Staff 
Appreciation Committee will host 
a Pasta Buffet for our very hungry 
Endeavour staff. 

Hereõs a list of things weõre 
looking for. 

Alfredo Sauce                                            
Marinara Sauce                                             
Pesto Sauce                                                
Lasagna                                                    
Manicotti                                                          
Your Personal Secret 
Special Pasta Dish                                         
Bread                                                                 
Green Salads                                             
Desserts 

If you can help, contact: 

Michelle Andres 
michelle.andres@verizon.net                                    
Kelly Waldo  
kelly.waldo@verizon.net  

Pasta Lover Alert 

 

March 2010 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 Dr. Suessõ Bõday 3 4 5 Spirit Day 6 

7 8 9 10 Staff               

Appreciation 

11  12 Early                    

Dismissal K-12 

Spirit Day 

13 

14 Daylight Saving 

Begins Roll clock 

Forward 1 hour 

15 Spelling Bee 

K-2 

16 Spelling Bee    

3-5 

17 Saint Patrickõs                   

Day 

18 Band/

Orchestra Concert 

19 Spirit Day 20 First Day              

of Spring 

21 22 23 24 25 Multicultural 

Night 

26 Early        

Dismissal K-12 

Spirit Day 

27  

28 29 No School    

K-12  Spring 

Break 

30 No School                  

K-12 Spring             

Break 

31 No School               

K-12 Spring 

Break 

   

Event                   

Calendar 

Multicultural Night 

Super Thanks For The 

Super Bowl 

Endeavour is having our first                
Multicultural Night! It will be on 
Thursday, March 25 from 6:30pm 
to 7:30pm. The purpose of the 
night is to showcase the diverse 
cultures we have at our school. 
Cultural groups (including                 
Russian, Korean, Japanese,                   
Norwegian, Danish, Canadian, 
Indian, Indonesian and more) will 
each have a booth for either                
displaying artifacts and/or                 
conducting a hands-on activity. 
Come and learn to write your name 
in Russian! Draw yourself as a 
manga (Japanese cartoon)                      
character! We will also have short                  
performances by Indonesian,                 
Indian, and Korean groups. There 
will be a òParade of Nationsó 
where any child dressed in his/her 
traditional custom is welcome to 
join in. See you there! 

On Friday, February 5th the Staff 
Appreciation Committee served up 
some pretty tasty game day food.  
But we couldnõt have done it              
without our fabulous òteamó. A big 
shout out to the following parents 
for making it possible. 

Lisa Hatfield, Kari Mudge, Debbie 
McCallick, Kristi Wells, Sara 
Smeby, Suzanne Dant, Jung Ah 
Kim, Mrs. Jordan, Melinda Toom, 
Ingrid Gilbert and Wiwik Cohen. 

Please forgive any omissions; we 
canõt thank you enough for your 
help. 

Michelle Andres & Kelly Waldo                                             
Staff Appreciation Co-Chairs 

Congratulations to 4th grader Adele 
Szaters! Her bookmark design was 
one of four winners in the Hit a 
Homerun for Reading Bookmark 
Design Contest and will be featured 
on 7,000 bookmarks distributed 
locally to promote the reading               
program. To view Adele's winning 
design, go to www.Aquasox.com and 
click on Community. Her bookmark 
is on the far right. Way to hit a    
design home run Adele!! 

Awsome! Check her design out!  

Aquasox Reading Program 

The Hit a Home Run for Reading 
Program sponsored by the Everett 
Aquasox will begin on April 5th.      
Endeavour is once again participating 
in this great community program to 
encourage reading and lifelong              
learning. Look for details to come 
home with your child or via email. 
Your child can earn a free ticket to 
the Aquasox game on June 25 by 
completing their reading goals during 
the month of April. 

 

Winning Design! 

Itõs A Bloominõ Garden 

Have you noticed all the spring 
flowers that are beginning to 
bloom on our school grounds? By 
Late March through the end of 
April, thousands of beautiful buds 
will open and fill the flower beds 
with a rainbow of color. Thank 
you to Kelly Waldo and all of our 
1st and 4th grade students who 
planted the bulbs last fall.  

You did us 

proud Adele!  

 

 

mailto:michelle.andres@verizon.net
mailto:kelly.waldo@verizon.net
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My name is So-Jung Park and I am the Dean of Students at Endeavour. I am often asked, what exactly does a dean do? Well, my job as the dean at                     
Endeavour includes coordinating and administering tests, coordinating school events and assemblies, and assisting Mrs. Jordan with school administrative 
duties. The best part of my job is working with students and families! This year I am having so much fun managing Destination Imagination, teaching 
social skills, being an art docent, and working with parent volunteers.   

My first experience with the US education system started 26 years ago when my family immigrated to the U.S. I started out as an ELL (English Language 
Learner aka English as a Second Language) student. I was a 4th grader who did not 
know her alphabet! ELL was my favorite time of the day, and I tell my students that 
I loved it so much that I am still in ELL --- as a teacher this time! I attended                
Virginia Tech where I graduated with a B.A. in Family & Child Development and a 
B.S. in German Language and Literature. I also attended Phillips University in                
Marburg, Germany as an exchange student for one year. After college, I started 
teaching at a middle school in my hometown, Fairfax, Virginia. Although I was an 
ELL teacher, I found myself spending a lot of time counseling students and families. 
I went back to school to get a M.A. in School Counseling from George Mason                   
University.   

When my family moved to Mukilteo 4 years ago, I was fortunate to become a mem-
ber of our fabulous Endeavour staff. Our beautiful town, Mukilteo, has been such a 
blessing to my family. My son, Jungmin, is almost 8, my daughter, Mina, is 5, and 
my baby girl, Yuna, is now 2. I am proud to say that my children are bilingual in 
Korean and English. My favorite things include watching my son play soccer,                 
wearing matching clothes with my daughters, and going on dates with my husband. 

In The SpotlightñMrs.Park 

Endeavourõs 2nd Annual Spelling Bee 
Endeavour's 2nd Annual Spelling Bee is coming! Thanks to the fantastic teachers who administered the first round of the spelling bee in the classroom the 
week of March 1 - 5. The Top Three winners from each class will compete against the winners of the other classes in their grade on the nights of March 
15 & 16 from 6pm to 8pm in the gym. The Top Three from each grade level will advance to the District Spelling Bee at Explorer Middle School in 
Everett on April 14.                                                                      

This year we will stagger the sign-in times for each grade level. The sign in times are as follows:                                                                                                       
March 15 (Monday): Kindergartners 5:45pm. 1st Graders 6:15pm. 2nd Graders 6:45.                                                                                                                
March 16 (Tuesday): 3rd Graders 5:45. 4th Graders: 6:15. 5th Graders 6:45.                                                       

As we did last year, we begin with words at the grade level, and if necessary, judges will progress to the next grade level.  The word 
list for the Endeavour Bee and the District Bee are the same, and we will be providing the Top Three Spellers from each class with 
the spelling lists along with permission slips at the beginning of next week. If your student was a Top Three winner but will not be 
able to attend the Spelling Bee, please let your teacher know so they can notify the class alternate.  

Lastly, we still need volunteers to help out with the evening's events. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Spelling Bee chair Thom Harp at                 
(425) 493-1123 or thomharp@earthlink.net. 

Free Money Update 
We need to bid a sad farewell to one of our most successful free money programs. In the past, the PTA was able to receive up to 4% of our membersõ  
grocery spending at Albertsons. Unfortunately, as of the end of January, Albertsons is no longer offering this program. Thank you to all who have                        
supported the PTA by participating. It was great while it lasted. Meanwhile, we still do have many other ways for you to show your support for Endeavour 
and the PTA. Please continue to collect and send in your Box tops and Campbellõs Soup Labels. Also, if you have empty printer cartridges, please send 
them to school. We do get funding for sending these in. If your shopping takes you to Office Depot, please do let the cashier know before your purchase is 
rung up that you are with Endeavour Elementary (registration #70106907). Office Depot will then send 5% of the purchase price in the form of a gift 
card each November which can be used toward school supplies for our school. The registration number can also be used when shopping on 
line www.officedepot.com. Technology purchases are excluded but it still is a way to bring a little free money to our school. If anyone knows of other             
programs to get free money for our school please let me know. Weõre always on the lookout. Every little bit helps. Thank you again for all you do to             
support our school. -Amy Miller- 

mailto:thomharp@earthlink.net
http://www.officedepot.com
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Thank You                

Jersey Mikeõs 

Edith Ross Photography will give 10% of                      

your session fee and order amount back to 

your PTA every time you book a portrait                       

session!  

 

When you schedule the session, simply 

state that you have a child attending En-

deavour.  

Local Businesses Giving Money Back To Our School                                                       
If youõre a local business 
owner or service provider, 
and would like to donate to 
Endeavour PTA by means of 
a profit rebate back to benefit 
our childrenõs education, 
please contact our                  
vice-president Edith Ross by 
edithrossphoto@yahoo.com. 

We will include your                       
information on our website 
and in our newsletter. 

 

Specializing in artistic 

portraits of children,  

families and individuals.                             

425.238.9127 

www.edithross.com  

Fine Art  ɈɯɯPortraits 

Edith Ross 
 P H O T O G R A P H Y  

In February, the PTA received $1,100 in donations and company matches; $451 from the Box Tops program; and $1,086 from last 
fall's fundraiser, which represents our portion of  internet sales. The PTA was able to buy $752 in AR tests and over 60 books for the 
library. We also funded items such as a teacher grant ($150), the Reflections art contest ($70), and Destination Imagination 
($20).  At the end of February, the checking account balance was $29,244; the Giving Wishes account was $6,970; and the reserve 
fund had $11,368. 

Thanks to Jersey Mike's Subs and 

the Berry family for their                      

generosity in providing                         

sandwiches for the PTA Parent 

Night/General Meetings.  

Money Matters 

 

mailto:edithrossphoto@yahoo.com

