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Happy New Year Endeavour
families! We hope you all had a
wonderful holiday season filled
with special memories of time
spent with family and friends. I
must admit I'm always a bit
relieved when the fast pace of
the holiday season is behind us
and January settles us into the
cold calm of winter. January has
become one of my favorite
months as it is a time for
reflection and fresh starts. A
time for new goals, priorities and
new opportunities to define how

we spend our time.

Your PTA is very excited about
what will be happening at
Endeavour during the first half
of 2010. We will be continuing
some favorite winter and spring
events like Movie Night,
Spelling Bee, Ice Cream Social,
meeting speakers and more. As
always, it is your commitment to
educational excellence at
Endeavour that we rely on to

make everything we do possible.

As you develop resolutions and
goals for this year, we hope that
you continue volunteering at
Endeavour and if you have not
yet discovered your volunteering
“niche”, we can help! Inside this
newsletter are examples and
ideas of how you can be more
involved -- we hope they will
inspire you to take the plunge

and get involved!

Warmest Regards
Julie Moore
President
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What Can | Do?

As a PTA, we are continuously
encouraging our community of
wonderful parents to become more
involved with the school.
Volunteering is a great way to show
your child that you are interested in
their education. Volunteering sends
a positive message that you value the
school and consider the donation of
your time to school-related work to
be a worthwhile cause. The question
we hear from parents most often is
“I want to be involved, but what can

1 do?”

What can I do if I work full-time
and am not available during the day?
What can I do since I have a
preschooler still at home? What can
I do since my kids are so involved in
activities outside of school? What
can I do since I am a busy single
parent? Your PTA wants you to
know that there are countless
opportunities to be involved
whether you have 10 minutes per
month or 10 hours per week. The
key is identifying the right
opportunity that works for your
lifestyle and interests. Each month,
the PTA newsletters will highlight
events, activities and programs that
need volunteers. Volunteer needs
will also go out via our listerve and
be posted on the PTA website. We

respect how valuable your time is

and we will be honest about the
time commitments and
expectations.

If you have time during the day,

please consider. . ..

-Volunteering in your child’s
classroom. Teachers will welcome
any time you can give.
-Volunteering to be a “lunch
buddy” to a child who needs some
extra attention. If you work full
time, this could be a way to spend
one of your lunch hours.
-Assisting the art docent assigned
to your child’s class

-Help with PTA events/programs
that occur during school like Book
Fair and staff appreciation
-Promote PTA events by putting
out the PTA sign

-Help with PTA administration
like photocopying and counting
out fliers

- Helping with beautification
projects like the planters in front

of the office

Ifyou have time in the evening,
please consider. . ..

-Attending PTA meetings
-Attending and volunteering at
PTA events like Ice Cream Social,
Spring fundraiser, and movie night
-Helping to prepare classroom
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projects and art docent projects.
Many classes rely on volunteers to
trace outlines for cutting, cutting
materials, compiling project bags and

the like.

-Preparing a dish for monthly staff
appreciation lunches. Every month
we show how much we value our
amazing teachers and staff food!
Every month has a theme and you are
welcome to bake or buy a goodie and
drop it off or send it in with your
child. It can be elaborate or simple
like buying a carton of sour cream. ..
your call.

-Many events like Spelling Bee and
Spring Fundraiser need help with
data entry and information
management.

Many opportunities require an agreed
-upon time; many can be done
whenever you have the time like after
the kids are in bed and before the
evening news -- whenever it is
convenient for you. Please email
Elane Kim, volunteer coordinator at
elane2mike(@hotmail.com. to help
find the opportunity that is right for
your and your lifestyle.

Remember that it’s not how much
you volunteer, it's that you do
volunteer! Thank you!

Happy New Year Endeavour!
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Let’s start the new year off on a “warm” note.
The Staft Appreciation committee will be host-
ing a soup lunch on Wednesday, January 20th.
This has been a favorite for the teachers for sev-
eral years now. If you have a special soup recipe,
we'd love to taste it! Here’s a list of the items
we'll need.

6-7 crock pots of different kinds of souﬁ

L

<5

Cheese and crackers
Veggie tray
4-5 green salads

Desserts

If you are able to provide any of the items listed
above contact:

Michelle Andres

michelle.andres(@verizon.net

Kelly Waldo kelly.waldo(@verizon.net

Money
Matters

December was a busy month for the Giving
Wishes program, which received $2,308 in
donations and had $2,464 in expenses. Other
costs included a musical assembly featuring
Bonchinche, a Latin music ensemble ($985),
Destination Imagination ($150), and publication
of the school directory ($408). PTA had
$1,508 in income from our partnership with
Skyhawks Sports Academy, $211 from the
Albertsons card program, and $180 in donations
and membership dues. Total PTA funds are
$47,413.98 (827,751.92 in checking, $8,293.62
in Glving Wishes, and $11,368.44 in reserve).
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January 2010

Sun Mon Tue

Wed Thu

Fri

Sat

1 No School | 2
K-12 - Winter
Break
3 4 5 6 7 Mad 8 PTABoard | 9
Science Meeting 9.00
Assembly a.m.
1:45 pm to
2:15 pm
10 11 12 13 14 Math 15 Early 16
Night 6.30 Dismissal
p.m. &7.00 | K-12
p.m.
17 18 No 19 20 Staff 21 22 Movie and | 23
School K- Appreciation Pajama Party
12 - Martin soup lunch 6.30 p.m.
Luther King
Jr. Holiday
24 25 26 27 End 28 Early 29 No School | 30
of 1st Dismissal K-12 - Waiver
Semester/ 2nd | K-12 Day
Quarter (High
Schools)
31

Movie and

Pajama Party
el

On Friday, January 22 PTA will host a Movie
Night and Pajama Party beginning ar 6:30. p.m.
Wear your favorite P]'s and bring a pillow,
blanket and whatever else you need to snuggle up
and watch “G-Force” on the big screen in the
gym. Hot chocolate and cookies will be served to
fight off the winter chill. This is part of our free
Family Fun Nights so we need parents to stay
and cozy up with their kids — no drop-offs

please.

Want to help out> We need volunteers to set up
chairs, mats, keep the hot chocolate going and
the cookie trays filled. Please email volunteer
coordinator Elane Kim, at
elane2mike(@hotmail.com.

See you at the movie!

-
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& Announcements

Super Friday
Super Bowl

Tailgate Party =

Are you ready to “rumble”? The Staff
Appreciation committee will be hosting a Super
Bowl Party for all the Endeavour Staff on Friday,
February 5*. We'll be serving up traditional
game day food and could use you on our team!
Here’s what's on the play list:

Chicken wings
Hot dogs

Buns

Sauerkraut, onions
Chili

Desserts

Deviled eggs

Meat and cheese tray
Salads

For more information contact:
Michelle Andres michelle.andres(@verizon.net

Kelly Waldo

kelly.waldo(@verizon.net
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Giving
Wishes

-
P

B—

The Giving Wishes program, sponsored by our
own Endeavour PTA, was a huge success this
year! The program, in its 20" year, helps provide
holiday gifts for hundreds of needy children
throughout the Mukilteo School District. This
year, with the poor economy, the need was greater
than ever. Over 185 families received much
needed assistance. Many of the families this year
were hard working families who have suffered job
losses, had family health issues and bills, or were
simply struggling to make ends meet. Area
schools, churches, community groups, businesses
and private individuals — and of course our own
PTA, all came together to help our kids.
Thousands of gifts were brought in, sorted for
each child and bagged for families to pick up. The
entire Endeavour gym was turned into giant room
of toys as volunteers prepared the gifts for each
family. Some of the highlights this year included:

-A family with § small children were able to stay
in their home when a few kind people heard about
their plight and gave them not only the Giving
Wishes toys, but also enough rent to stay out of
homelessness for Christmas. The mother cried
and cried at such kindness.

-A father came back after putting his children’s
toys in his car. “Thank you for reminding me that
people DO care about us. It is a pretty good

feeling to know you are not so alone.”

-One little boy went back to school and told his
friend, “Santa came to my house! Somehow he
knew we didn’t live in the shelter anymore! I just

KNEW he would find us!”

-A teen mom cried when she saw a vacuum
cleaner that she so desperately wanted. “I hated to
put my daughter on the floor, but she loves to
crawl. I would put socks on her hands because the
tloor was so dirty. Now she can crawl. I feel like I
just became a good mom.”

*A grandmother picked up gifts for her two
grandchildren who now lived with her. “I thought
Christmas would be one more let-down for

them. Thank you for the toys, but mostly for just
not letting them feel so bad again. They have had
enough of that.”

Thanks to everyone for your help in making this
program such a success! Your kindness touched so
many lives!
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More Announcements

Aquasox
Reading Program

Do you like reading and baseball? Don't think
these two things go together, well they do with
the “Hir a Home Run for Reading” program
sponsored by the Everett AquaSox. Endeavour
Elementary will be participating in the Aquasox
reading program again this year. The program is
designed to reward our already enthusiastic
Endeavour Readers with great prizes for
completing their weekly reading homework and
then rewarding them with the ultimate “home
run” prize --- a reserved seating ticket for the
Everett AquaSox game on June 25.

Sharon Tennis is the chair for this fun program
and is looking for an assistant who can help with
ticket orders and administration. This is a great
volunteer opportunity if you work or have little
ones at home since it can be done on your own
schedule. Please contact Sharon at
sharon(@swansondental.com for more details.

So-0-0 get ready to read ... Spring is just around
the corner (thank goodness!!!).

Holiday Helpers Made
a Big Difference

B—

Thanks to all the parents who so generously and
deliciously provided food for the Endeavour
Staff luncheon on December 16%. There was so
much food we had to set up an extra table!l We
had hot dishes, cold dishes, shrimp, quiches,
ham, dips, chips, fruit, veggies, and of course,
desserts. It was a wonderful way to set the
Holiday mood for our great teachers and staff.

Hats off to the following parents.

Lisa Hatfield, Lisa Greenough, Bea Entner, The
Korean Moms Group, Chris Baltrukovicz, Julie
Westermann, Sara Smeby, Jasmine Su, Kristi
Wells, Julie Moore, Debbie McCallick, Anna
Anderson, Krista Miller, Wiwik Cohen, Tiffany
Bodensteiner, Suzanne Dant, Michelle Andres

and Kelly Waldo.

If we accidentaﬂy left someone off the list, please
accept our apologies, we really appreciate
everything our parents do to help the Staff

Appreciation events.

Above: Mrs. Wilkee, second grade reacher, was one of the many volunteers who sorted donated gifs

for the Giving Wishes,/Project Hope program.
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Reflectionsi A Great Learning Experience
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Creating art is a valuable learning process. Artistic exploration and expression enhance and

develop intellectual, social, and technical skills. When children express themselves through
words, pictures, music, photography, and other art forms, they grow intellectually. They
learn to analyze their thoughts, feelings, and ideas; learn to look at things, people, and
experiences in a fresh and exciting way; and become more interested in the ideas and
works of others. PTA's Reflections Program helps parents recognize and encourage the
continuous self-discovery process of their children.

We have some wonderfully talented students at Endeavour: 34 Students created and
submitted original works of art. This year we received entries in the categories musical
composition, literature, photography and visual arts (which includes art forms such as
drawing, painting, print making, and collage). We received no entries in the categories
dance choreography and film production.

The PTA would like to thank the following students for their creativity and participation
in the Reflections Art contest (divided by category in alphabetical order):

Visual Arts:

Gurleen Birk grade 4, Yohan Cho grade I, Yosup Cho grade 2, Fergus Curran grade I,
Dave Davison grade 1, Lindsey Greenfield grade 2, Annabelle Lee grade S, Kaitlyn Lee
grade 4, May Li grade 2, Claire McCallick grade 4, Daudi Musoke grade 3, Zizi Musoke
grade 4, Anica Park grade 1, Sophia Ryu Kindergarten, Elissa Sarmer Kindergarten,
Kristine Tandoc grade 4, Enoc Taylor grade 4, Nephi Taylor grade 3, Michelle Toom grade 2
Grade 4, Natalie Toom grade 2, Lynxie Voorhees grade 2, Elyse Warren Kindergarten,
Sophie Westermann Kindergarten

Above: “Beauty is... whoever you are” Lynxie Voorhees,

Photography:

Audrey Anderson grade 5, May Li grade 2, Eric Lopit grade 3, Anieka Sarmer grade 3
Hayley Dant, grade 5

Literature:

Amanda Henkel grade 5, Erin Krull grade 2, Michelene Nguyen grade 5, Emily Olason
grade 5, Zane Robertson grade 3, Phoebe Russell grade 3

Out of all these entries our judges selected 15 entries to represent our school at Council
(district) level. Those students whose work was selected were notified and are together
with their family invited to attend the Reflections Reception & Gallery Night hosted by
the Mukilteo PTSA Council on Wednesday, January 6™ 2010 at 7:00pm in the Explorer
MS Commons (9600 Sharon Drive, Everett).

Thank you all for entering your wonderful projects this year!

PTA Executive Board

Julie Moore - President jamooreQl(@aol.com Elane Kim Co - Vice President elane2mike(@hotmail.com
Amy Miller Co - Vice President amybmiller@comcast.net Edith Ross Co - Vice President
edithrossphoto@yahoo.com Melinda Toom - Treasurer roxyplus6 @verizon.net Lisa Hatfield - Secretary

aljchatfield@comcast.net

For any questions, feedback or comments, please contact us ar endeavour.pta(@gmail.com

Above: “Sunflower” Fergus Curran, grade 1
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In The Spotlight - Mrs. Bonni Ruchty

Hi, my name is Bonni Ruchty and I am very excited to be at Endeavour

Elementary! I have been a secretary in elementary schools for 15 years and love We are so happy to have you Mrs. RUChty, as
the student/parent interactions, which makes my job so rewarding. Endeavour 6s new Admini str

I moved from Skagit County two years ago to start my employment with the hope you have a great time at Endeavour!

Mukilteo School District at Challenger Elementary. My move to Endeavour was
for no other reason than to be able to have more interaction with students and their families.

I have two children: My daughter, Shayna is 22, and is currently living in Idaho. My son,

e
Nolan is 19, and in his Sophomore year at the University of Washington, planning to be a % U \)
Physical Therapist. My last child is a four legged one, Murphy, a Chocolate Labrador who du P\ ﬁ .
is 10. A
I live in Bothell and spend most of my free time helping run a tasting room for Barrage . Do you ﬁave
Cellars in Woodinville. When Murphy and I are not at the tasting room, we can be found our New
close to home listening to music, dabbling in photography, or second hand shopping to see X ‘ y
how rich I can become on ebay! ' Year
I look forward to forming new relationships with all at Endeavour and wish to thank those Resolution? D
that have made me feel so welcome in the short time I have been here. Happy New Year! 1

New Year Trivial Answers

1. When do the Chinese celebrate their New Year? 1. At the second new moon after the winter solstice
2. The first New Year’s Eve ball drop in Times Square 2.1907
happened in? = 3. Rosh Hashanah
3. The Jewish New Year is called? [ g 4. Times gone by I
4. What does Auld Lang Syne mean? = 5. Sydney, Australia
’ i &>y : . f 6. Over 80,000 fireworks
5. Wher'e is one of the largest annual New Year's Eve - 7. People gather for a large organized party
celebrations? O 8. The celebration of the New Year in the Scottish manner
6. How many fireworks are set off from the Sydney . 9. Madrid, Spain
Harbour Bridge? 10. Hymns are sung and prayers offered in a rededication to God
7. How do they celebrate the new year in Edinburgh, UK? I1. Using a baby to signify the new year

I12. Loose weight, stick to a budget, save money, find a

better job, become more organized, exercise more, be more patient
at work/with others, eat better, be a better person

13. Tournament of Roses

8. What does Hogmanay have to do with new years?
9. Where is a centenary clock lowered at 23:59:48 on new years eve?

10. What occurs during Watch Night services?

I1. What New Year tradition began in Greece around 600 BC? 14. 1890 Tournament of Roses
I12. Name one of the top New Year resolutions. 15. 6 foot diameter, 1070 pounds
13. Name the most popular New Year's Day parade. 16.11.59 p.m.
I4. When was Pasadena's Valley hunt clubs first parade? 17. Make bonfires with them
15. How much does New York's Waterford crystal ball weigh? 18. A mythical Personiﬁca{ion of time
16. When does the crystal ball begin lowering in Times Square? 19. Flagstaff, Ar'1zona ‘r ~
17. In some countries what do they do with Christmas trees on New years day? 5(1) ]S::EIO: Maine '-"'ﬂ\ "
18. What is Father Time? 22’ Aroentina. Brazil -

. i . Argentina, Brazil, -
I19. In what state is a pine cone dropped on New Year's eve? Germany, the Philippines, "“
20. What state drops a purple beach ball decorated with Christmas lights? and Venezuela r”_—\ .
21. What city is a countdown done with an elevator? 23. The Chinese New Year r C
22. In what countries is New Year's eve a public non-working holiday? 24. Head of the Year //— —
23. What is known as the Lunar New Year or the Spring Festival? 25. App'les and Honey \
24. What does Rosh Hashanah mean? 26. Thailand ( ( ‘
25. What is eaten to symbolize a sweet new year in Rosh Hashanah? ;g Il)i\f:;fk})ler 31 1907 ( ' \
26. What country celebrates from April 13 to 15 by throwing water? ’ )

29. In ancient Babylon

27. In the ancient Roman calendar when did the new year begin? about 4000 years ago

28. What year did they first drop the New Year's Ball in New York's Time

Square?

29. When was the first new year holiday observed? http:/ /www.riversongs.com/happy/newyear.html
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