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Rudolph, "the most famous reindeer of all," was born over a hundred years after his eight flying 
counterparts. The red-nosed wonder was the creation of Robert L. May, a copywriter at the 
Montgomery Ward department store. In 1939, May wrote a Christmas-themed story-poem to 
help bring holiday traffic into his store. Using a similar rhyme pattern to Moore's "'Twas the 
Night Before Christmas," May told the story of Rudolph, a young reindeer who was teased by 
the other deer because of his large, glowing, red nose. But, When Christmas Eve turned foggy and 
Santa worried that he wouldn't be able to deliver gifts that night, the former outcast saved   
Christmas by  leading the sleigh by the light of his red nose. Rudolph's message-that given the                       
opportunity, a liability can be turned into an asset-proved popular. Montgomery Ward sold al-
most two and a half million copies of the story in 1939. When it was reissued in 1946, the book 
sold over three and half million copies. Several years later, one of May's friends, Johnny Marks, 
wrote a short song based on Rudolph's story (1949). It was recorded by Gene Autry and sold 
over two million copies. Since then, the story has been translated into twenty-five languages and 
been made into a television movie, narrated by Burl Ives, which has charmed audiences every year 
since 1964.                                    
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Endeavour Elementary PTA 

Unit # 7.5.8, Mukilteo, Washington 

DECEMBER 2009                                
HOLIDAY EDITION  

Rudolph: The Ninth Reindeer  

 

The holidays are upon us and while hard to 
believe, we are almost one-third through the 
2009-2010 school year! It has been a  
whirlwind of activities and events--sports, 
homework, class projects, PTA events, and 
growth within our Endeavour community 
as our kids make new friends and further 
develop a relationship with their teachers. 
We hope that after the lightning pace of the 
fall months, the holiday break gives you all 
a chance to slow down and spend time       
enjoying family, friends and holiday              
traditions.      
 
The Endeavour community has been so 
generous and supportive of the PTA--we 
are very grateful. We appreciate of all you 
do to make Endeavour such a great place 
for our kids to learn. We have all had to 
adjust to the changing economic  
realities in our lives and many of our      
District families are in dire straits. The 
Giving Wishes  program will be providing 
holiday gifts for those in our community in 
the most desperate of circumstances. We 
hope that you can help this cause by               
contributing a new, unwrapped toy, gently 
used clothing, toiletries or cleaning supplies 
during the Toy Drive held November 30th 
through December 9th.  Whether you    
celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or 
simply enjoy the company of loved ones, 
your PTA Board of Directors wishes               
everyone in the Endeavour community a 
very happy Holiday Season and wonderful 
New Year!    

Warmest  Regards                                                                                                                                                     
Julie  Moore                                                                                                                                        
President 

  

Message 

from the 

board  

 
 

 

What do              

the              

holidays  

mean to you?  

http://www.History.com
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The Staff Appreciation Committee will be 
spreading lots of holiday cheer for all our  
wonderful staff this month. On               
Wednesday, December 16th there will be a 
fabulous appetizer and dessert buffet in the 
staff lounge. If you like to entertain or have a 
signature  appetizer youõd like to bring this is 
your opportunity to shine. 
Here are some ideas of 
what weõre looking for: 
Meatballs                                                    
Spiral sliced ham/rolls                            
Shrimp/cocktail sauce                                 
Hot dips                                                       
Cold dips/veggies                                        
Holiday desserts, cookies, candy, breads, 
cakes                                                  
Cheese tray                                                 
Smoked salmon 
Please drop your item off in the staff lounge 
by 10:30a.m. on Wed. December 16th.     
Michelle and Kelly can heat or bake your 
dish if youõd like. Please contact us: 
Michelle Andres                                              
michelle.andres@verizon.net  
Kelly Waldo  kelly.waldo@verizon.net   

Time for a HO-HO-

HOLIDAY  PARTY! 

Event Calendar  

 

ñGiving Wishesò 

Our school has               
wonderful kids and  
families with huge hearts. 
What better way to help 
teach our children to give 
back to others than to 
give back right in our 

own neighborhoods? This year, our school has a 
wonderful opportunity to participate in the                 
Giving Wishes holiday program that provides 
holiday gifts to hundreds of needy children in 
our school district. All the children are referred 
to the program by our school nurses and people 
who work with kids in our area.  

If your family would like to participate, children 
can bring in new, unwrapped gifts any time  
between now and December 10. Classrooms will 
collect the gifts so that the children can see what 
a difference they are making. We appreciate your 
help to make holiday dreams come true for  
families in need. (This is an optional program 
sponsored by Endeavour PTA) 

Holiday Music         

Concert! 

Mark your calendars for a special holiday 
concert given by our Endeavour Elementary 
Kindergarten and First Graders on Thursday, 
December 17th. The children will perform 
for the school and family members at 9:30 
a.m. and again for family members and 
friends at 6:30 p.m. We would love to have 
you join us for this very special holiday          
music concert! 

  

Give This Season 

A Great Way to Get Into The Spirit Of The 
Holidays And Help Those Less Fortunateé 

During the Giving Wishes weekend of              
December 11-13th, volunteers are needed on 
Saturday, December 12th from 9 a.m. ð2 p.m. 
to help select gifts and fulfill wish lists for 
families in need. Teams of three helpers each 
are needed throughout the day for 1 to 1 ½ 
hour shifts (or as long as you can stay) to 
òshopó the donation tables and verify that 
each child in a recipient family has special 
gifts to make their holiday memorable. Grab 
two friends or come alone -- either way you 
will be helping to make a difference for many               
families in our area. Please, no children as the 
gifts are just too tempting!" If you can help 
out, please contact Nicki Macy at 
MacyNM@mukilteo.wednet.edu or by 
phone 425-356-6696. 

 December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 Early                 
Dismissal  

PTA Board 
Meeting 9.00 
a.m. 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 Giving     
Wishes 

12 Giving         
Wishes 

13 Giving 
Wishes 

14 15 16 Staff     
Appreciation 
Buffet 

17Holiday 
Music               
Concert 

Kindergarten            
First Graders 

18 Musical 
Assembly               
1 to 2 p.m.  
Parent Night 
Out 6.30 p.m. 
to 10.30 p.m. 

19 

20 21 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

22 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

23 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

24 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

25 No school            
K-12                          
Winter Break 

Merry Christmas 

 

27 28 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

29 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

30 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

31 No school 
K-12            
Winter Break 

  

Check 

those 

dates! 

Bochinche 
Latin/
African 

Music 12/18 

mailto:michelle.andres@verizon.net
mailto:kelly.waldo@verizon.net
mailto:MacyNM@mukilteo.wednet.edu
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Announcements & Information 

The fall PTA Skate Night was a fun filled 
evening of skating, racing, and of course, the 
hokie pokie! Sixty-five skaters enjoyed the 
private use of Skate Deck in Everett and 
burned off some pre-Thanksgiving dinner 
calories while having a great time with friends 
and classmates. If you missed out on this one, 
donõt despair--another Skate Night is      
scheduled for June 8th!   

It was a òSpud-acularó Spread!!     

Thanks to all the parents who helped make 
our November baked potato bar a òsmashó!                   
Karen Giovi, Jennifer Richardson, Suzanne 
Dant, Huyennga Cao, Kristy Koropp, Krista 
Miller, Julie Moore, Debbie McCallick, 
Danica Bourne, Lisa Hatfield, Yoonsil Choi, 
Younhwa Yang, Yeoung, Elane Kim 

If we accidentally left anyone out, please               
accept our apology and thank you all so much 
for your help! 

Michelle Andres & Kelly Waldo 

Thank You 

The Perfect Gift Skate Night Fun 
Just in time for the Holidaysé. 

Do you go crazy every year trying to think of 
the perfect gift for your childõs teacher or 
that special staff member at Endeavour? The 
PTA has started a new program that can help 
out and keep you from buying another coffee 
mug or apple shaped paperweight! Log onto 
the Endeavour PTA website at http://
www.endeavourpta.com/ and click on òStaff 
Favorite Thingsó and search by staff member 
to see a list of that personõs òfavorite thingsó- 
favorite beverages, restaurants, stores, music, 
colors, hobbies and more. Happy shopping! 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÇÌÁÄ              

to have                  

you back                

Mrs.                

Swanson 

My husband and I are both from Spokane, hence big Cougar fans regardless of their record!  I taught 11 years as well as coached girlsõ softball in 
the West Valley school district located in the Spokane Valley. We moved to Mukilteo in 1989 and I have taught at Challenger, Columbia, and 
Endeavour with a grand total of 30 year in kindergarten, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades. Some of those years were ½ time as well as 
taking a few off when my daughters, Erin and Emily, were babies. The last two years I have been the elementary mentor for new teachers in all of 
the eleven elementary schools. It is exciting to be back in fifth grade at Endeavour!   

I live in Edmonds with my husband, John. My two, grown, married daughters are both graduates of Kamiak High School and live in Tacoma and 
North Seattle. With the arrival of two beautiful grandsons, Drake and Jackson, we now have some boys in the family. My husband feels he now 
has a bit more equal playing ground!!   

Soccer and softball are my two favorite sports to play, but I used to love to watch my girls compete in soccer, basketball and volleyball.  In my 
spare time, I also enjoy skiing, hiking, reading, sewing, crafts, and experimenting with cooking new recipes. We spend a great deal of time at Mt. 
Baker relaxing, hiking, and skiing. This year we have enjoyed our first season tickets to any event watching the Sounders!  Music is also a big part 
of my family and we love all kinds of music, live concerts, and musicals. Three of us play the piano. 

When I was in school my favorite subjects were reading and P.E.  I love teaching and have wanted to become a teacher since the third grade when I 
had Mrs. Blew.  She was one of my all-time favorite teachers.  Now that I am a teacher, math is my first love, but I enjoy all of the other subjects, 
too.  Fifth grade is a big transition year. I love the curriculum and challenge of helping students reach that next level of their education. 

As of November, the PTA has                       
received $9,260 in donations and  matching 
gifts. Other income included $481 from the                    
Albertsons card program and $7,300 from 
the Innisbrook fundraiser.  Expenses in                
November included renewals for insurance 
($290) and a site performance license 
($375), and sponsorship of Skate Deck 
Night ($38.50).  The PTA's three accounts 
total $54,041 (checking: $34,223; reserve 
fund: $11,368; and Giving Wishes: $8,450). 

Money Matters 

In The Spotlight - Meet Mrs. Swanson 

Emphasize the Giving -                 

Not the Getting -                

This Holiday Season  

Read this article at  http://

www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/

lesson/lesson292.shtml 

The Boys and Girls Club will hold a òParents 
Night Outó event on December 18th from 
6:30-10:30 p.m. Cost is $15 for one child and 
$10 for each additional child (school-aged 
children only). The Boys and Girls Club           
employees will provide games and activities in 
the Endeavour Gym to keep the kids busy and 
entertained while you wrap up last minute 
shopping or simply enjoy a night off!                 
Registration is limited to 60 children. A flyer 
and registration from the Boys and Girls Club 
will be sent home this week.  

Parents Night Out! 

http://www.endeavourpta.com/
http://www.endeavourpta.com/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson292.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson292.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson292.shtml
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http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson292.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson292.shtml
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December Holidays Across Cultures 

Kwanzaa is a week-long African American  
holiday celebrated from December 26th to  
January 1st. 2009 will mark the 43rd celebration 
of  Kwanzaa. The holiday was developed in 
1966 by activist Dr. Maulana Karenga to              
celebrate African American culture. Kwanzaa 
celebrants light a candle during each day of the 
holiday. The first candle is black, symbolizing 
the African American people. The next three 
are red, representing the struggles of the black        
people. Next are three green candles, which 
symbolize hope for the future. These colors 
also are included in home decorations. Other 
decorations feature traditional African items, 
such as baskets, cloths, and harvest  symbols.  

Each day of Kwanzaa is represented by a     
different life principle. In order, these principles 
are: unity, self-determination, collective work 
and responsibility, cooperative economics,  
purpose, creativity and faith.                                                                     

The name Kwanzaa comes from a Swahili 
phrase "matunda ya kwanza," meaning "first 
fruits of the harvest" and during the holiday,, 
many people exchange greetings in Swahili.  On 
the last day of Kwanzaa celebrants enjoy a large 
feast, which is the high point of the holiday.                        

As many as 19 million African Americans will 
celebrate Kwanzaa this year. 

The above articles on Kwanzaa and Hanukkah 
can be found at 

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/

holiday.htm 

Kwanzaa 

December is a month full of special holidays. People all over the world celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or Three Kings Day. Some                     
celebrate St. Lucia Day or Ramadan. December offers great opportunities for teaching about our multicultural world. Here are some facts, figures, 
and folklore about some of those holidays. 

Every year between the end of November 
and the end of December, Jewish people 
around the world celebrate the holiday of 
Hanukkah-- the Festival of Lights.                        
Hanukkah (also spelled Chanukah)                 
celebrates the events which took place over 
2,300 years ago in the land of Judea, which is 
now Israel and is a celebration of Jewish 
national survival and religious freedom. 

A Hanukkah Menorah is lit during each of 
the eight nights of Hanukkah. Lighting the 
Hanukkah Menorah is the central observance 
of the festival. One candle is lit the first 
night, and an additional candle is lit each 
successive night commemorating miracles 
that occurred. Thus, on the last night of 
Hanukkah all eight candles are lit. The             
candles should be lit by a window or door in 
order to fulfill the commandment to 
"publicize the miracle." While lighting the 
candles, blessings are recited and traditional 
songs are sung.  

Hanukkah is a fun festival, especially for 
children. After lighting the Hanukkah               
candles together, families (and often invited 
guests) will eat and play games. The festival 
involves traditional Hanukkah food such as 
potato pancakes, traditional games such as 
Dreidel and the tradition of giving gelt 
(money) to children which has evolved into a 
gift-giving tradition in many Jewish families 
today. 

 

Hanukkah   

Julie Moore  - President                                  

jamoore01@aol.com                                              

 

Elane Kim  Co - Vice President                

elane2mike@hotmail.com  

        

Amy Miller Co - Vice President                                                     

amybmiller@comcast.net     

 

Edith Ross Co - Vice President 

edithrossphoto@yahoo.com  

 

Melinda Toom - Treasurer                                                           

roxyplus6@verizon.net   

 

Lisa Hatfield - Secretary                                     

aljchatfield@comcast.net  

                                                                                   

For any questions, feedback or                             

comments, please contact us at                                                   

endeavour.pta@gmail.com  

PTA Executive Board     

Winter is the time                                

for comfort,                                       

for good food and                        

warmth, for the touch 

of a friendly hand and                             

for a talk  beside the 

fire: it is                                     

the time for home. 

-Edith Sitwell- 

 

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/holiday.htm
http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/holiday.htm
mailto:jamoore01@aol.com
mailto:elane2mike@hotmail.com
mailto:amybmiller@comcast.net
mailto:edithrossphoto@yahoo.com
mailto:roxyplus6@verizon.net
mailto:aljchatfield@comcast.net
mailto:endeavour.pta@gmail.com
mailto:endeavour.pta@gmail.com


                                                                                                          Endeavour PTA: Advocate, Communicate, Support                                                                                                           

                                                                                  http://www.endeavourpta.com                                                                          5 

Our Preferred School Contribution Program donates 3% of your net sales of  

Landsõ End School Spirit Wear products back to  

Endeavour Elementary.  

You must mention or include your Preferred School Number # 900135252 when                      
placing your order.  

To apply your logo to our quality products,  

Call 1-800-469-2222  

Mention your Preferred School Number to our friendly operators who are  

waiting to take your call.  

To apply your Preferred School Number to online orders,  

Go to www.landsend.com/school  

Å Select the item, color and size  

Å Enter your Preferred School Number in the box below òPreferred School Programó  

Å After your Preferred School Number has been entered, you may select your logo from 
the drop-down menu that appears.  

Å Add the item to your Shopping Bag and proceed to checkout.  

Thanks Again!  

GUARANTEED. PERIOD.  

 

 

Santa is coming to your neighborhood this 

year!  

Two great benefits for Endeavour parents to have Santa photos 

done by Edith Ross Photography: 

Avoid the crowds at the malls and earn 10% rebate back to your 

PTA ÔÏ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȦ 

 

For more  information, call 425.238.9127 or e-mail               

edith@edithross.com. Ho-ho-ho! 

¶ Saturday, December 5, 11-4pm , 

12199 Village Center Place, suite 102 (in Bella Terra,    

6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ 2ÏÎÎÁȭÓ 3ÁÌÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ 

from Thai Rama); 

¶ Sunday, December 13, 12-2pm , 

       Mukilteo Family YMCA, 10601 47th Place West. 

If youõre a local business owner or service provider, 

and would like to donate to Endeavour PTA by 

means of a profit rebate back to benefit our              

childrenõs education, please contact our                            

vice-president Edith Ross by e-mail 

edithrossphoto@yahoo.com. We will include your 

information on our  website and in our               

newsletter. 

Local Businesses                

Giving Money Back          

To Our School 

 

                                      

Fine Art ɈɯɯPortraits 

Specializing in artistic                       

portraits of children,                           

families and individuals. 

425.238.9127    

www.edithross.com  

Endeavour Spirit Wear 

Edith Ross 
 P H O T O G R A P H Y  

http://www.landsend.com/school
mailto:edithrossphoto@yahoo.com
mailto:edithrossphoto@yahoo.com
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  Happy               
Holidays                

Endeavour!  

Thanks to Jersey Mike's 

Subs and the Berry                  

family for their  generosity 

in providing sandwiches for 

the PTA Parent Night/

General Meetings.  

Thank You Jersey Mikeôs 

United Studios of Self Defense in Mill Creek is offering two weeks 

of free classes centered on private one-on-one instruction (see      

certificate below). For every  person referred to them by                

Endeavour students, staff or parents, who becomes a student , they 

will donate $50 to Endeavour PTA!  

Self Defense Classes 


